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e- - 7 2413JAN<747 c
FROM :HIGH COMEt3SIONER FOR ' ITED KIN OM OTTAWA
TO: SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DOMINION AFFAGcar'

SAVING TELEGRAM No. 5 6th Tanuary, 1947

Your Saving telegram No. 152 of the 28th

November.

Recruitment for Palestine Police Force.

I have consulted Canadian authorities and,

as a result, have come to the conclusion that any

recruitment campaign in Canada would not be likely

to produce any worth while results.

Commissioner of R.C.M.P. informs me that

recruitment for that force is seriously behind and

that, in spite of intensive efforts, they have been

able to secure less than 300 constables since the

end of the war. They have, in fact, had a greater

number of applications but these have had to be

rejected mainly on account of the marriage bar,

which would also presumably apply to Palestine. As

apart from height qualification (R.C.M.P. requirement

is 5'8") conditions' of appointment for police here and

in Palestine are probably similar, it does not seem

likely that any of the rejected candidates would be

suitable for Palestine. Director of Personnel in the

R.C.M.P. gave it as his considered opinion that even

with intensive publicity campaign most we could hope

for would be 20 to 30 candidates and from the political

standpoint there might well be difficulties here in

any considerable publicity. out

I regret that I cannot hold/better prospects

but sheer fact is that owing to the present prosperous

conditions in agriculture and industry candidates are

just not coming forward for police or Armed Services.

Og

Copy to:-
C. 0. Under Sec. of State
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FROM DAMASCUS

4993

TO FOREIGN

DEPARTMENTAL NO.

Mr. Scrivener.
No. 209.
10th June 1947.

D. 4.45

R. 9.15

p.m.

p.m.

10th June 1947.

10th June 1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem.

W: Vi W: W: W

IM1EDIATE.

SECRET.

My telegram No.4 [sic ? 204].

Major Farr[gp. undec.], officer principally
concerned, has made a written statement o the Syrian
police (which is being kept secret) admitting that he
might be put on trial for the murder of a Jewish
terrorist and definitely asking for political asylum in
Syria. Colonel Ferguson, officer sent here by the
Palestine Government to make contact has again tried
unsuccessfully to induce Farr[gp. undec.] to return
voluntarily.

2. In these circumstances the President of the
Republic has stated that he desires to do nothing to
embarrass His Majesty' s Government and has offered the
following alternative proposals:

(a) to regard the Legation'
as withdrawn and to release

(b) to compel
to Palestine u

s demand
Farr[gp.

by

for the
undec.]

force to

(c)
maintained,
take their

to regard Legation's demand
and to allow extradition pr

course.

for arrest
oceedings to

Palestine
alternatives.

Government are now considering

sent to Middle East Secretariat.]

Jt

'4
Cypher/OTP.

E
1.

OFFICE.

7

arrest

return
Farr[gp. undec.]

nder escort.

[Copy

these

as

II

'r

lJl l
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Cypher/OTP

FR(M DAMASCUS

DEPARTMENT, O1

-- TO:FOREIGN1-FFICE
Mr. Scrivener
No. 215

12th June

D. 7.25

R. 10.351947.

a.m. 13th June

*.in. 13th June

Repeated to Jerusalem.

YYYY
,1

/

My telegram No. 209.

Following

[Begins]:

received from Jerusalem.

Fergusson delivered your message and we have
decided to apply for extradition in the ordinary
way. Before this is done however we hope to arrange
for Farran's Commanding Officer Third Hussars to see
him and persuade him to return.

[Ends].

From the point of view of this post there is no
(repeat no) objection to the course proposed. I am
therefore informing the Syrian Government accordingly
and asking them to grant the necessary facilities for
the visit of the officer above mentioned.

3.
in the
almost
refuse

I have warned
circumstances the
certainly regard
to extradite.

the Palestine Government
Syriacr Government would

the case as political and

[Copy sent to Middle East
Secretariat].
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Fcre' Office,
? C? S.W. 1.

20th June,

FE

1947.

5646

WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF

HIS MAJESTY'S LEGATION

with reference to our telegram No.

215 of n.6. 47.

BRITISH= L" ATIC,

DAMASCUS.



British Legation,

No. 12 Damascus.

17th June, 1947.

Sir,

With reference to your despatch of 13th June concerning the
extradition from Syria of Roy Alexander Farran, I have the honour to
report that at mid-day on 15th June I was informed by the Director General
of the Syrian Police that the above mentioned Roy Alexander Farran had
signed, in the presence of officers of the' Syrian Police Force, a proces
verbale stating his willingness to return voluntarily to Palestine. He
later visited me in ny office and confirmed his desire to return voluntar-
ily. I am informed that he crossed the Syrian-Palestine frontier in the
company of two British officers at 9 a.m. on 17th June.

2. I return herewith the extradition dossier forwarded to me with
your despatch under reference.

I have the honour to be,

Your Excellency's most obedient Servant,

(Sgd) C.A.F. Dundas.

His Excellency,
The High Commissioner for Palestine,
Government Offices,
Jerusalem.
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FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGNOFFICE

Mr. Beaumont.
'o. 102.

13th September,

D: 9.15 a.am.

1947. R: 1.15 p.m.

1Jth September,1947.

14th September,1947.

(L*

My telegram No. 204. Major Farran.

My immediately following telegram contains text of

a message from the General Off icer Comanlinlg Palestine.
I have answered that I must refer to you but I thought

you would wish me to clai the privilege.

I would recommend this course for the following reasons.

a) hr.
was here at
directly.

Male is the only member of
the time. He did not deal

the senior staff who
with the case

b) Obviously wrong to give
while witholding others. To gi
the Government of Palestine and
of the Syrian State.

c) In order to arrive at a
affair [? grp.emtd.) personally
be remembered that Farran made
Syrian Police, the contents of

the court some documents
ve all might embarrass

would involve the head

n amicable way out of the
intervened. It should also

a false statement to the
which we do not know.

3. If the Commander-in-Chief's defence merely is to

prove Farran returned voluntarily to Pa lestine either
Male or I (basing myself on [grp.undec,]) would gladly

answer an interrogation subject to your [grp.undec.
? comment if] procedure allows of this. I have so

informed the General Officer Comma ending.

I should be grateful for instructions.
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[The text of this telegram ust first be parpbrased if
comuniDatea top rsons outside British Goverrment service
or if tranmitte in a oypher system other than .T.P.]

Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO.

FROM DAASCUS

Mr. Beaumont
No. 405

15th September, 1947.

~TO FQRBIGN

D. 9.25

R. 1.15

OFFI

14th

E _85 I

Sept ember,

pom. MLth September,

.I

1947.

1947.

Following
telegram.

is text referred to in my it mmdiately preceding

Ferran's solicitors have written asking for a represen-
t ative of the British Lgation in Syria at !(? "trial"
emitted) "to produce al1 telegrams, letters, memoranda
whether original er duplicates passing between the British
ission in Syria and the Palestine Government between the

dates of June Srd and June 18th, 194?, and relating to the
accused".

2. 1 understand that the Palestine Governaaent consider
these desnats te be subjeet te (sic) state privilege frou
production the trial.

3. Please conir Im by
[gp. ureo.3)privilege
omitted) not.

immediate tel agra who
on these (oo rditions)

4. The matter is urgent as the
place in the very near future.

trial is likely

there you will
(? "or"

to take

I? l.1 t t

4

I ,
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Distribution :-

Departmental No.1.
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Mr. Mathieson.
Colonial Office.
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23rd Septe er

Despatch

'947.

M.

IMMEDIATE .

Your telegrams Nos. 4012 and 403 [f

September 13th; Major Farr4x7.

The Colo~al Office have advised the Govern-

ment of Palestine" that a decision on the

production of correspondence between them and

the British Mission in Syria, the contents of

which are not known in London, must be taken

locally. The Colonial Office have decided

not to claim privilege for a similar document

in the custody of the Secretary of State for

the Colonies and the Government of Palestine

have agreed.

2. The general principles governing a

decision by the responsible Minister as to

whether privilege should be claimed are as

follows. It is not enough that the Minister

for a given Department does not want to have

the documents. produced. The Minister ought

not to take the responsibility of withholding

production except in cases where the public

interest would otherwise be damnified, for

example, where disclosure would be injurious

to national defence or to good diplomatic

relations or where the practice of keeping a

class of documents secret is necessary for the

proper functioning of the public service. These

principles are based on a judgement by Lord

Simon in the House of Lords - Duncan-v. Cammell

Laird & 9o. Ltd., in 1942. idgement referred

to was/
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particularly

3.

in a civil action.

trial for

ofor withholding documents

In a criminal

his life the

must be

strong.

In the light of the above principles I

must :..,

use discretion

since you

in question.
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alone know the
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E 851 2/782/31

Secret

Cypher/0TP DEPAARTENAL NOi.1

FRO FOREIGN OFFICE TO DAMASCUS

D. 11.20. p.m. 23rd September

23rd September 192.7.

Repeated to Jerusalem (Immediate).

IMME

Your telegrams Nos, ).02 and 1)3 [of September 13th;

Major Farran.3

The Colonial Office have advised the Government of

Palestine that a decision on the production of correspondensce

between them and the British Mission in Syria, the contents

of which are not known in London, must be taken locall.fr
The Colonial Office have deided not to claim privileges

a similar document in the custody of the Seeretary of State

for the Colonies and the Government of Palestine have agreed.

2. The general principles governing a decision by the

responsible Minister as to whether privilege should be

claimed are as follows. It is not enough that the Minister

for a given Department does not want to have 
the doemeuntB

produced. The Minister ought not to take the responsibility

of withholding production except 
in oases where the publi

interest would otherwise be damified, for example, where

disclosure would be injurious to national defene or to good

diplomatiS relations or where the practice of keeping a class

documents secret is necessary for the proper fanet ig

of the public service. These principles are based on a

judgement by Lord Simon in the House of Loris tDuncanedvt
Camnell Laind & Co. Ltd., in 194-2. The judgent frrdt

was given in a civil action. In a criminal ease where a .nan

is on trial for his life the reasons for withholding document

must be particularly strong.

3. In the light of the above principles I must ask you

and the Government of Palestine to use discretion in taking

a decision locally, sine you alone know the contents of the

documents in question. In the ease of documents production
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Colonial Office,
Downing $treet,

,36 July 2 4 CI 7 3
7501 5/9 9/47.

Dear Beeley:

lo,: ,~I

-f

L.

I enclose a Copy of a despatch
Hig h Commissioner for .calestin"e with

concerning the employment by the il

authorities of supernuiiera? police
their behalf by the Palestine oiice
Palestine.

fromi the
Enclosures

recruited o
force e in

You "'ll see th t this corresjcndece relates

to a pro osl that the lilitry authorities should
toL.e over the sole responsibility for the
recruitmerint of pers onnel for ep loyment by

. Forces as static guards at their installations,
etc., in .rale tine and that a new force should be

raised to be called the "PaLlestine &uar d Force'
in which the present
bu the military would

u
be

ernui. e1rary
em b ouLied .

o0ice epii loyed

In discussing this propo sal the .a Office
have raised the point that the establishment of
such a force in -alestine at this juncture 1.ight
lead to allegations that we were pre-judging the
issue now under consideration by United Iations.

Our feeling here is that there is no substance in

this prticul.r 'hare". ''he transfer of this
force to the ilitary would be purely a latter of

administration: in fact, the pers onnel in question
would continue to carry out their present military

/guard
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Cpbu*f/OP. DVAR5IWTAL NO. 1

O04

0 be*i1

8 poaber 1l97.

Repeated tot

i=&0ATE.

R. 10.5 a.m. 3rd it*

woreig Office, .Lo 2 Bain.

Major Farran.

Your telegram No.1285 [of 27th September 1947].

On the asns n that in deciding to olaa
privilege you have van due weight to Lord Simon s
i and c Mr. E n s vie as made clear in reiga

0 4m. teeNo489 of 25 3d ember 1947jte

S it .wuldbe rel t to ask clear to t
gdthe qsion ariae that it is the

(3vor pte ,f Palestine and not this L"ea:lon or
is Maesty- 1 Government which decided tally to

claim ego in this case where a man is on trial
for -hislfe.

Please pass to MILPAL.
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Parliamentary Question

*129..Lieutenant-Colonel Kingsmill,-To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether

he is aware that the advertisements for recruits to the Palestine Police Force still state

that the minimum age of recruitment is 18 whereas it has recently been raised to 19 years
and six months.; and what steps he is taking to publicise this alteration in the minimum

age. [Wednesday 12th November.]
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PALESTINE POLICE FORCE
(ADVERTISEMENTS)

73. Lieut.-Colonel Kingsmill asked the
Secretary of State for the Colonies
whether he is aware that the advertise-
ments for recruits to the Palestine Police
Force still state that the minimum age
of recruitment is i8 whereas it has re-
cently been raised'to 19 years and six
months; and what steps he is taking to
publicise this alteration in the minimum
age.

Mr. Rees-Williams: The new minimum
age is mentioned in all Press advertise-
ments placed since the change was made.
Contracts for advertisement by posters,
all of which were exhibited before the
change, have now expired and are not
being renewed.
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PALESTINE POLICE FORCE
(ADVERTISEMENTS)

73. Lieut.-Colonel Kingsmill asked the
Secretary of State for the Colonies
whether he is aware that the advertise-
ments for recruits to the Palestine Police
Force still state that the minimum age
of recruitment is 18 whereas it has re-
cently been raised to 19 years and six
months; and what steps he is taking to
publicise this alteration in the minimum o -4
age.

Mr. Rees-Williams: The new minimum
age is mentioned in all Press advertise-
ments placed since the change was made.
Contracts for advertisement by posters,
all of which were exhibited before the
change, have now expired and are not n
being renewed.
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